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Comparing Geothermal to Traditional Systems:

In some ways, comparing the investment of a geothermal system to the cost of a traditional HVAC system is comparing apples 

to oranges. What may appear at first glance as a ‘good deal’ on a traditional system may not be the most economical and 

environmentally sound choice, so it’s important to look at all the factors when making your decision.

Electric Technologies
Fossil Fuel Technologies

Geothermal air-source 
heat pump

electric 
resistance propane wood burner

Heating and Cooling in One Unit 
(and hot water capabilities)

No Outdoor Equipment

No Carbon Monoxide or Oil Leaks

No Combustion

Most environmentally friendly 
(According to the EPA)

Capable of Zoning

Efficiency Rating

Does Not Use Fossil Fuels or Release 
Harmful Emmissions

Uses the Earth’s Free Heat (For every 1 unit of 
electricity used, you get 4 units free)

Not Impacted by Volatile Operating/Fuel Costs
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* 	 Ground loop conditions up to 5.0 COP/170F outdoor air temperature for air-to-air heat pumps

** 	 Varies dependent on wood type, type of fireplace, and method of operation
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